Parish Council

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council meeting held on Monday 03
November 2025 at the Sedgwick Room, Dent

Present: Jocelyn Manners-Armstrong (Chair), Geoff Woof, Richard Huxley, Bryan Garwood,
Emma Richardson, Michael Akrigg, lan Mitchell and Andrew Povey

To be presented for acceptance at the Parish Council meeting on Monday 01 December 2025

862 | /25 | Apologies for absence:
RESOLVED to approve the apologies from Clir. Paul Shepherd.

863 | /25 | Declarations of Interest:

RESOLVED to accept the declaration from Clir. Povey in respect of his positions as
Chair of Dent Community Pub, Director of CALC and Director of Personnel Services
Ltd, from CliIr. Mitchell in respect of the Car Park Cleaning Contract and from ClIr.
Garwood as a director of the Western Dales Bus.

864 | /25 | Minutes of the meeting on Monday 06 October 2025:
RESOLVED that the minutes of the meeting on Monday 06 October 2025 were a
correct record, and a copy was signed by the Chair.

865 | /25 | Clerk’s Report:
The report had been circulated to all councillors and was accepted.

866 | /25 | Chair and Member Announcements:

Noted that Sedbergh has a very active Transport User Group that seemed to be
focussing on a service from Sedbergh to Kendal and was not taking Dent into
account. Questioned whether Dent wanted a voice in these discussions.

Agreed that Dent does need a voice and questioned how we go about this?
Suggested that contact is made with the group via Sedbergh Parish Council and that
someone from the Parish Plan group could attend.

Noted that ClIr. Hazel Hodgson had been providing some representation for Dent.

It was suggested that someone who uses the bus regularly would be in a good
position to represent Dent, and an advert should be placed on the noticeboards and
Facebook.

It was suggested that the council should look at a possible merger with other councils
as this is mentioned in the governments Devolution paper and the upcoming
Community Governance Review would deal with this. Clir. Povey to circulate
information.

Noted that the Post Office van was causing a parking issues outside the shop.

It was suggested that an area could be coned off to ensure it is parked safely or it
could be parked in a different position. ClIr. Mitchell to deal with this.

Clir. Mitchell provided an update on the reopening of the Community Gym.

867 | /25 | Public Forum:

CliIr. Povey questioned whether a business who is liable to business rates but gets a
full rebate would be entitled to a parking permit. It was noted that the council had
stated that only businesses who pay business rates and do not get a rebate are
eligible.

It was noted that the flags on The Strait were once again in need of cleaning. It was
agreed to get this done ASAP and add this to the budget considerations.

868 | /25 | Account Balances:

RESOLVED to note the account balances as:
Current Account £25,222.03

Deposit Account £17,176.41

869 | /25 | Reserves Position:
RESOLVED to note the councils earmarked reserves as:

Car Park Reserve £7,000.00
Playing Field Reserve £3,564.67
Emergency Verge Maintenance £308.00
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Beech Hill Project £500.00
Parish Plan £500.00
870 | /25 | Payments made since the last meeting:
RESOLVED to note the list of payments made since the last meeting.
23-Oct-25 HMRC SDDS (PAYE Contributions) -632.06
20-Oct-25 Amazon (Laptop Battery and Charger) -128.92
20-Oct-25 Amazon (Paper) -10.99
20-Oct-25 Google (Cloud Storage) -1.59
16-0Oct-25 BRITISH GAS (Electricity EV Chargers) -174.55
15-Oct-25 AIBMS (Payment Processing Costs) -50.04
15-Oct-25 Epic Fireworks (Fireworks) -1143.96
14-Oct-25 MEMORIAL HALL (Room Hire) -6.75
14-Oct-25 MOORE (External Audit) -378
14-Oct-25 TOTAL ENERGIES (Electricity Footway Lighting) -24.02
06-Oct-25 B4RN (Car Park Broadband) -15.00
06-0Oct-25 Direct 365 (Defibrillator Pads) -206.86
871 | /25 | Grant Request:
The request from Dent Primary School was considered and it was questioned why
something simpler could not be used.
Noted that Friends of Dent School were prepared to fund this.
RESOLVED that the council is supportive but not able to offer any funds at this time.
872 | /25 | Verge Maintenance:
Noted that the areas of concern that were attended to last year would probably be ok
for this year and that the council had not allocated any budget for this year.
RESOLVED that the council would not do anything this year.
873 | /25 | Defibrillator in Gawthrop:
RESOLVED to approve the purchase of a defibrillator and cabinet using the BHF
Grant Fund if successful application is made.
CliIr. Povey will find a suitable location before the application is made.
874 | /25 | Budget 2026-2027:
Noted that one meeting had already taken place but there were still some decisions
to be made. Next meeting will be on Monday 17 November.
Noted that Beech Hill Gardens had not been progressed and should be on the next
agenda.
875 | /25 | Signage on Occupation Road:
Noted that signage advising of poison had been erected and that this should be
brought to the attention of the rangers. CliIr. Mitchell to contact the rangers.
876 | /25 | Landslip at Dent Head:
Clir. Mitchell provided an update on the progress of the works and advised that he
was to meet with Westmorland and Furness Highways that week.
Clir. Mitchell to check that a marked diversion is in place for the Dales Way.
It was noted that the closure signs closest to the works needed to be moved back to
the last house in order to allow for turning round.
Clerk to post an update on the Dales Way Facebook page.
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877 | /25 | Moser Hill, Woodland Management:
The council considered the proposals and agreed that it supported all of the
intentions of the plan but RESOLVED to ask the following questions:
Will any licence cover and Land Stabilisation issues?
What is meant by appropriate loading facilities?

878 | /25 | Skills Audit:
Three councillors had not yet responded, and the Clerk was asked to send the form
again.

879 | /25 | Parish Plan:
A further meeting was planned for this week which Clir. Povey will confirm.

880 | /25 | Village Green:
Noted that the council had not heard anything further about this for some time and
that this should be chased up. CliIr. Mitchell agreed to speak with officers at
Westmorland and Furness Council.

881 | /25 | Exceptional Items:
There were no exceptional items
CllIr Michell left the meeting at this point

882 | /25 | Planning:
New Applications
S/01/61B at Arten Ghyll Cottage, Cowgill — Householder planning permission for
erection of single-storey extension to the rear (east) and side (south) of the existing
property
Clir. Richardson declared an interest at this point as owner of a neighbouring
property
RESOLVED that the council were supportive of this application as it was to provide
for an established family with considerable needs and was not destructive to any
heritage assets.
Decisions
RESOLVED to note the following decisions
S/01/106E/LB at Tubhole, Dent - Listed building consent to move the
kitchen into the existing lean-to (currently used as a study) and to create a
door opening from an existing window; to alter and enlarge the adjacent
window opening and to install a kitchen extraction vent (Approved
Conditionally)

883 | /25 | Date of next meeting:
RESOLVED that the next meeting will be Monday 01 December 2025, Sedgwick
Room, Dent, to commence at 7.30pm.
Meeting closed at 21.00




